CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

The Clovehitch Killer 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

2000268.000 

Medium: 

Online Film 

Distributor: 

Apple TV 

Madman Entertainment 
Google Play 

Director: 

Duncan Skiles 

Producer: 

Duncan Skiles 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 


Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 

persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 


Excisions: 

Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 


No excisions recommended 

Violence, sexual violence and content that may disturb 
None 

08 September 2020 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

08 September 2020 



Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

The Clovehitch Killer 

109:17 

Total running time: 


109:17 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Chief Censor determined that this film should be submitted for classification, following a 
complaint from a concerned member of the public. The complainant felt the M rating was too low. 





‘The Clovehitch Killer’ is a US drama involving 16-year-old Tyler who uncovers evidence that his 
nerdy middle-aged father (Don) may be a rapist-murderer, known as the Clovehitch Killer. The film 
was cross-rated from Australia with a note for “violence, offensive language and nudity”. The 
Classification Office considers the likelihood of injury to children and young teenagers is too great for 
an unrestricted classification. Furthermore, the descriptive note does not appropriately reflect the 
content of the film. The film requires restriction due to its treatment of sexual violence, violence and 
cruelty. It is clearly intended for a mature audience and is unsuitable for children. Young teenagers 
are likely to be disturbed by the unsavoury sexual themes and the strong depiction of sexual violence 
at the end of the film. They are also likely to be unsetded by the central narrative that involves a 
teenager discovering his seemingly normal father is a sadistic serial killer. The Classification Office 
has considered the provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 and the need to impose the 
least restrictive limitation on the right to freedom of expression. Older teenagers and adults are likely 
to have the maturity and experience to contextualize all the elements of the film and process it as 
suspenseful fictional entertainment. Therefore, an R16 classification is considered justified and the 
minimum restriction available in order to prevent injury to the public good. 



